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Synopsis

The only guide from the ACT organization, the makers of the exam, revised and updated for 2017
and beyond The Official ACT Prep Guide, 2018 Edition, Revised and Updated is the must-have
resource for college bound students. The guide is the go-to handbook for ACT preparation and the
only guide from the makers of the exam. The book and online content includes the actual ACT test
forms (taken from real ACT exams). In addition, this comprehensive resource has everything
students need to know about when they are preparing for and taking the ACT. The book contains
information on how to register for the exam, proven test-taking strategies, ideas for preparing
mentally and physically, gearing up for test day, and much more. This invaluable guide includes
additional questions and material that contains articles on everything from preparing a standout
college application and getting into your top-choice school to succeeding in college The bestselling
prep guide from the makers of the ACT test Offers bonus online contest to help boost college
readiness Contains the real ACT test forms used in previous years This new edition offers students
updated data on scoring your writing test, new reporting categories, as well as updated tips on how
to do your best preparing for the test and on the actual test day from the team at ACT. It also offers

additional 400 practice questions that are available online.
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the ACT Test - Great Choice! The ACT is the leading US college admissions test, giving college
admission departments a deeper look into your capabilities as a student and how prepared you are
for college. In fact, some say your ACT scores hold greater value than your GPA in college
admissions, so it&#039;s important to know how scores are measured, what to aim for, and how
colleges and universities view your results. First, Breathe The ACT could very well be your ticket
into the school of your dreams (no pressure!). You probably already have a good idea of what
you&#039;re going to be tested on, but with so much riding on one test, it doesn&#039;t hurt to take
a moment to review what&#039;s on the ACT. Quick ACT Refresher: Math: Preparing for
Higher Math, Number & Quantity, Algebra, Functions, Geometry, Statistics & Probability, Integrating
Essential Skills, and Modeling  English: Grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, rhetoric
Reading: Comprehension  Science: Questions surrounding scientific charts, graphs, and research

Writing: Essay (optional and does not contribute to your composite score)

View larger It Doesn&#039;t Hurt to Guess: Read the question more than once.  Eliminate
the most outlandish choices.  Analyze your remaining options.  Select the best two options and
then choose one. Keep in Mind: Although your scores will reflect your own strengths and areas
of needed improvement, here are a few general things to keep in mind: - A composite score of 21
is average. - A composite score of 16 or below is considered low. - Scores are solely based on
the number of correct answers, so even if you don&#039;t know an answer, you should take a
chance and guess.  The ACT is scored comprehensively, which means that each section is tallied
individually and then averaged to create your composite score. Scores are intended to show your
academic development and achievement, which means they are unique to each student. Your
Composite Score Each section is graded on a scale of 1 to 36. This means your number of correct
answers converts to a score that ranges from 1 to 36 for each of the four tests (English, math,
reading, and science). Your composite score is the average of the scores on these sections.

Remember, the writing section does not contribute to your composite score.

If you decide to take the writing test, your essay will be scored on a scale of 1 to 6 by two expert
readers in each of the following four writing domains: - Ideas and analysis. - Development and
support. - Organization. - Language use and conventions. Readers will assess how well you
applied these four domains, which represent the essential skills and abilities you need to meet the
writing demands of college. To break it down a bit more, the writing test is intended to see how well

you can: - State ideas and introduce other perspectives. - Develop ideas with supporting



evidence. - Organize thoughts logically. - Express ideas through proper English. If the readers
disagree by more than one point, a third reader will be called in to evaluate the essay for fairness.
The two scores for each domain will be added together, and your total writing score is the average

of your four domain scores rounded to the nearest whole number.

The Waiting Game You can view your scores online as soon as two weeks after taking the ACT.
Score reports are released within three to eight weeks after the test date. If you take the writing
test, your score report will be available only after ALL of your scores - including your writing score -
are ready, usually within five to eight weeks after taking the test. Making Sense of it All After
you&#039;ve taken the ACT, your scores are analyzed and calculated, and then reported on your
ACT Student Score Report. Here&#039;s how to make sense of it all and see where you stand: -
Correct answers are counted in each of the four subjects. You will also see college readiness
information so you can tell if your scores meet or fall short of these expectations. - Your composite
score is determined by averaging the scores from each of the four subject areas (not including your
writing score). You can see how well you did in each subject by viewing the detailed results which
show the total number and types of questions asked, how many you got right, and the percentage of
correct answers. - You can compare your scores to US and state rankings broken down by
composite and subject scores. Sending Your Scores You can automatically send your ACT score
report to four schools for free, if you select this option at the time of registration. However, you can
always add more schools after you complete the exam and receive your scores. National
Averages: English: 20.3 Math: 20.9 Reading: 21.3 Science: 20.8 Composite: 21
Writing: 17.2

How to Use Your College Scores Admissions ACT scores aren&#039;t the
only thing schools look at, but they are at the top of the list. Course Placement Many colleges
look at your score report to see which level of a course you&#039;ll excel in: developmental,
regular, or advanced. Academic Advising Your scores can help counselors identify areas
where you may need assistance and help determine the best route to get there. Scholarships &
Student Loans Colleges and scholarship agencies may use your ACT scores to evaluate your

eligibility for scholarships, loans, and financial aid.

REVISED AND UPDATED Info on scoring your writing test Reporting categories Test day section

400 additional practice questions available online The comprehensive guide to this year&#39;s



ACTA A® test, with real full-length practice tests The Official ACT Prep Guide is the bestselling
resource for students getting ready to take the ACTA A® test. Step by step, it walks you through the
entire test experience, from registration to your Score Report, and provides you with effective
test-taking strategies. The guide includes three actual ACT tests&#151;all of which contain the
optional writing test&#151;that you can use to practice at your own pace. To help you better review
test subjects and improve your understanding, the guide provides clear explanations for every
answer and ideas for boosting your score on the English, math, reading, and science tests as well
as the optional writing test. Filled with expert advice from the test&#39;s creators on preparing both
mentally and physically, the guide also helps you: Review the entire content of the ACT so
you&#39;ll know what to expect Understand the procedures you&#39;ll follow when you&#39;re
taking the ACT Be ready for the types of questions you can expect to find on the test Adopt
test-taking strategies that are right for you By using the strategies outlined in The Official ACT Prep
Guide, you can feel comfortable and confident that you&#39;re prepared to do your best on test

day.

ACTA A® is a mission-driven, nonprofit organization that offers a uniquely integrated set of
solutions designed to provide personalized insights that help individuals succeed from elementary

school through career.

IAfA¢A & -A a,¢m a Harvard grad, ACT/SAT perfect scorer and professional test-prep tutor since
2002.The Official ACT Prep Guide, 2018 Edition (currently $20) is a great source of real, updated
ACT tests, even though 3 tests isn’t sufficient for a full preparation, and the exams are the same
ones from the 2016-17 Edition.A A The Official ACT Prep Guide, 2016 - 2017. These tests reflect
the minor changes (implemented in September 2015) to the ACT Reading and Science portions,
and most importantly, the major changes to the new ACT essay (Writing) section. All 3 exams also
include answer explanations. | was hoping that there would also be a Kindle version, as there is for
the 2016-17 edition, but this has not happened yet. The book also includes moderately helpful
test-prep advice and information on the test.Despite its flaws, "The Big Red Book" continues to be
the most essential preparation guide for the ACT, because it is the only source of official test
questionsAfA¢A & -A & «the practice ACTs in all other books are nothing more than subpar
imitations of the real thing. However, if you already have the 2016-17 Edition, then there’s little need
to buy this book, which says it has been "revised and updated" but appears to be mostly the same

as the last edition, with a few minor additions, such as a section on preparing for your test day, and



information reflecting the new 12-point essay scoring system (instead of the 36-point system
described in the last edition, which has since been abandoned).Unfortunately, as I've mentioned
already, this most recent edition of the Official ACT Prep Guide contains only 3 updated tests, which
really isn’t enough--hence | am subtracting one star from my review. However, there are plenty of
other real ACTs you can download online. Combine the 3 tests in this book with the 5 tests in the
Real ACT Prep Guide, 3rd EditionA A The Real ACT Prep Guide (Book + Bonus Online Content),
(Reprint) (Official Act Prep Guide), and the free online test (google "Preparing for the ACT Test
2016-2017"), and youAfA¢A & -A a,¢ve got 9 official ACT tests total. Then, combine those 9 tests
with the 3 older ACTs available for free download (google AfA¢A & —-A A“ACT Action Plan -
McElroy TutoringAfA¢A a -A A-for links), and youAfA¢A & -A 4,¢ve got a healthy dose of 12
official practice exams that should be sufficient for a full ACT preparation. Finally, if you need even
more practice tests, then there are dozens of other ACT tests that can be found through additional
online sources such as Crack ACT (legality questionable).Alternatively, professional ACT tutors like
me will often have a collection of additional real ACT exams at their disposal, compiled from past
years’ exams that were publicly released, but neither sold at retail nor available for download.lt is
true that any publicly released exams prior to the December 2015 version of the test, including the 5
ACT exams from the 3rd edition, are now (slightly) outdated, especially the old essay sections
(Writing Test), which should be ignored, but given that the vast majority of the ACT exam has
stayed the same, these older versions of the test are still quite helpful for practice, despite the
significant question overlap. Think of the 3rd edition as a book full of practice questions rather than
a book full of diagnostic tests--the score prediction element is lost due the to the question overlap,
but there are still plenty of unique questions and additional opportunities for learning.It's not a
perfect solution, and yes, it would be nice to be able to practice with 12 distinct ACTs instead of 4
new ones and 8 old ones (with a significant number of overlapping questions), but for now

itAfA¢A & -A a,¢s the best we have, and itAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s the highest number of real ACTs
that have ever been available for retail purchase and/or download.At the same time, | don’t see
what’s holding the ACT back from printing a serious book with 8 or more practice tests, such as the
one that the SAT just released.A A The Official SAT Study Guide, 2018 Edition (Official Study
Guide for the New Sat)A A Everyone knows that those old tests are floating around online, so why
not make some money off them, and give students an affordable alternative to printing the tests
themselves, in the process?A QUICK SUMMARY OF THE STRUCTURAL CHANGES TO THE
NEW ACT:English - exactly the same (45 minutes, 75 questions). Mostly grammar, paragraph

structure and punctuation.Math - exactly the same (60 minutes, 60 questions). A broad survey of



high-school math, with questions ordered from easy to hard.Reading - almost exactly the same (35
minutes, 40 questions), but the new ACT now includes Dual Passages (google

AfA¢A a -A A“Preparing for the ACT Test 2016AfA¢A a -A A, open the PDF, and scroll to
pages 36-38 for an example of what the dual passage looks like). Curiously, the third test in this
book does not include a Dual Reading passage, but the first two tests do.Science - almost exactly
the same (35 minutes, 40 questions, mostly data interpretation and graphs/charts), but you are now
given 6 passages instead of the traditional 7.Writing (Essay) section - much different! Instead of 30
minutes to write, you are now given 40 minutes, and instead of being given only a prompt and an
assignment, you will now be provided with a prompt, an assignment, and three different
perspectives on the essay. You are then asked to evaluate at least one perspective on the issue, to
provide your own perspective, and to explain the relationship between your own opinion and the
three opinions provided, using examples, analysis and logic. (In the words of the ACT, students are
asked "to develop an argument that puts their own perspective in dialogue with others.")The new
essay is scored out of 12 points. It is graded according to the "IDOL" rubric: Ideas and Analysis,
Development and Support, Organization, & Language Use and Conventions.IAfA¢A a -A 4,¢ve
been hearing plenty of stories about ACT students getting very low essay (Writing) scores relative to
their other scores. Ignore the essay at your own peril! (There are three brand-new essay topics in
this book.)Also, please note that the ACT essay is optional, but that many colleges either require or
recommend it, so be forewarned if you are planning on skipping that portion of the test.When it
comes time to re-try the questions you answered incorrectly, | recommend that you either buy a 2nd
copy of the physical book to keep blank, or that you print out fresh copies of the questions using the
Kindle version (this option is not currently offered on Kindle, so you may have to find a way to
convert to PDF first, or simply take screenshots of the pages you need, using the desktop version of
the Kindle software). It's what | call a "blind review": going over all the questions you got wrong
without first checking the correct answer/explanation, or seeing any of your previous work. In my
opinion, blind review is one of the key facets of effective test prep. Thus, you should only mark your
answers as correct or incorrect (this is easier when working with a partner). Most importantly, don’t
indicate the correct answers on the test before you get a chance to review them.In contrast, if you
go over questions by checking the correct answers right away, then you can fool yourself into
thinking that you understand them fully, when in fact you are still prone to those types of mistakes.
The best way to know for sure is to try the questions again, from scratch, *without* the aid of the
answer key or the answer explanations. Only then should you confirm the correct answer and read
the explanation provided.AfA¢A & -A a+-AfA¢A a -A & SAT vs. ACT:These days, many



students prefer the ACT to the SAT:A A The Official SAT Study Guide, 2018 Edition (Official Study
Guide for the New Sat)A A But the College Board has been fighting back by inflating SAT scores
and making other efforts to make the SAT more palatable for students. For example, one major
reason to consider taking the New SAT instead of (or in addition to) the ACT is that the SAT allows
you more time per question than does the ACT. Thus, if time management is a major issue, then the
SAT might be a better test for you:SAT Reading = 1.25 minutes per question (75 seconds)ACT
Reading = .875 minutes per question (52.5 seconds)SAT Grammar (Writing and Language) = .8
minutes per question (48 seconds)ACT Grammar (English) = .6 minutes per question (36
seconds)SAT Math = 1.4 minutes per question (83 seconds)ACT Math = 1 minute per question (60
seconds)AfA¢A a -A a-AfA¢A a -A a-Here are my top recommendations for ACT Practice and
Strategy:1) This Book.2) The Free Online Practice Test from ACT (google

AfA¢A a -A A“Preparing for the ACT 2016AfA¢A a -A A+)3) The Real ACT Prep Guide, 3rd
Edition:A A The Real ACT Prep Guide (Book + Bonus Online Content), (Reprint) (Official Act Prep
Guide)A A orA A The Real ACT (CD) 3rd Edition (Official Act Prep Guide)4) The 3 other Official
ACTs available for free online (google AfA¢A & -A A“ACT Action Plan - McElroy

TutoringAfA¢A & -A A+)5) The Ultimate Guide the Math ACT:A A Ultimate Guide to the Math
ACTS) For the Love of ACT Science:A A For the Love of ACT Science: An innovative approach to
mastering the science section of the ACT standardized exam7) Mighty Oak Guide to Mastering the
ACT Essay:A A Mighty Oak Guide to Mastering the 2016 ACT Essay: For the new (2016-) 36-point
ACT essay8) The Complete Guide to ACT Reading:A A The Complete Guide to ACT Reading9)
The Complete Guide to ACT English:A A The Complete Guide to ACT English, 2nd Edition10) ACT
Quantum Free Math Videos - explanations to every question in the 3rd edition of the Real ACT prep
guide, plus the 4 additional tests available online11) BarronAfA¢A a -A a,¢s ACT, 2nd

Edition:A A Barron’s ACT, 2nd Edition (Barron’s Act (Book Only))For those of you who will be taking
the ACT with accommodations, you should also know that extended time is more flexible than on
the SAT.On the SAT, extended time is allocated on a per-section basis, but on the ACT with
extended time, you are given 6 hours to allocate your time among the sections however you
choose, so long as you complete each section in the order provided. You can not go back after
youAfA¢A a -A 4,¢ve finished a section, but you can, for example, take much longer on the
sections that are difficult for you.This feature is a definite plus for those who are approved for
extended time, but some have suggested that the scoring curve may have become tougher on the
ACT in recent years as a result. Thus, it's nice to have some newer tests with updated score

conversions that more closely reflect the current demographics of the test.The ACT is administered



six times a year, on varying days: September, October, December, February, April and June.Three
times a year, the ACT offers what's called the Test Information Release (TIR), which--unlike the
other test dates--allows you to order an actual (paper) copy of the questions, along with your
answers. Sign up for the Test Information Release in advance if you can--it costs extra, and takes
about six weeks from the time you receive your scores online, but it’s still worth it. (You can also
order a copy of your essay afterward, which requres an additional form and fee.)Currently the TIR is
offered in December, April and June. Thus, these are the best three months to take the test,
because otherwise there will no way to review your incorrectly answered questions.Good luck with

your studies! Please leave any questions or comments below and | will be sure to respond.

| think about the ACT pretty much every day of my life (I’'m a full-time SAT/ACT tutor), and | think
this book is a missed opportunity.Good stuff:This book contains 3 real ACTs, which are 10 times
better to practice with than, say, Kaplan- or Princeton Review-written ACTs. All questions have
answer explanations, too, which are pretty good, especially compared to official SAT answer
explanations.Bad stuff:1. The promised online content was not available as of May 22, 2017. | am
assuming this will be fixed, but there’s no sign of it on the Wiley site.2. There are only three tests,
one of which is quite old (no paired reading passages like the current ACT). The previous version of
this book has the same three tests.The 3rd edition of theA A The Real ACT, 3rd Edition (Real ACT
Prep Guide)A A is actually a better buy; though the tests are older, it comes with 5 of them. You'll
need to practice with the current essay format though, which is different than the old. Speaking of
practice tests, check out Brian McElroy’s review for this book - there are plenty of tests online.3.
Speaking of the essay, its directions in this new version are outdated for all three practice essays in
the book. The ACT (with no forewarning) changed the essay directions at the end of last year, and
it's a real shame they didn’t update this book to reflect that change.For the record, the attached
picture is of the CORRECT essay directions, which | took from a recently released ACT.Despite its
flaws, the book has value for its practice tests. But | think the ACT could and should have done a lot

better with this version.

The Kindle version of this text is completely useless! | cannot even read the test pages. The
previous version was a perfect replica of the paperback book, so it was easy to follow along on
Kindle when someone else was referring to the hardcopy. Not so with this version. This Kindle

version should not even be listed as a buying option! | plan to return it.



Very helpful if you like being self-taught and are on top of studying. Not good unless motivated.
This is a very god resource. It helped my son gauge his readiness and understand the test. The
book is probably best for someone who is academically prepared but desires to know what to
expect when taking the test.

AMAZING !

A MUST HAVE for my seniors in English. Great shipping time too!
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